Changes in complement and coagulation factors in a patient suffering a severe anaphylactoid reaction to injected contrast material: some considerations of pathogenesis.
A patient, suffering a severe anaphylactoid reaction to contrast material injected for an intravenous pyelogram, developed a consumption coagulopathy and evidence of complement activation. Precontrast complement values suggested that the patient had been processing complement via the classical pathway, perhaps as a consequence of an earlier protracted Klebsiella infection. Following contrast injection, a precipitous fall in hemolytic complement (CH50) and in the concentration of the C1 esterase inhibitor (C1INH) developed, as well as a diminution in C4 and C3 with the evolution of C3 conversion products. The possible role that these changes might play in the pathogenesis of idiosyncratic reactions to contrast media is considered.